The mature mid-cycle follicle in the mare.
Oestrogen and progesterone concentrations in blood and follicular fluid and blood levels of LH were determined in 426 mares at different stages of the oestrous cycle. Mature follicles occur at all stages of the cycle; they ovulate readily in early metoestrus, occasionally in late metoestrus and very rarely in dioestrus. Maturation of a mid-cycle follicle is associated with intermediate levels of LH, which are less than those found during oestrus. This lower level of LH together with a high level of progesterone are probably responsible for the failure of ovulation and regression of most of the mid-cycle mature follicles found in the mare.